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off simply tie it with a string and. allow it to hang
down their backs. This latter style is called kirisage.
It is the fashion in which a corpse's hair is dressed
and is thought to suggest a shock of wheat.
<cYou never see kirisage any more except in
kabuki playt>. The widows have gotten vain so
I just keep on dressing their hair in the style of
married women and dyeing it bkck these days/'
said the kamiyulsan* "Only the old women cut
their hair/'
The ladies of the Imperial Court and courte-
sans did not follow the general hairdressing trends.
Only on very special occasions, such as at a wed-
ding, do the Court ladies now wear their old time
hair styles in which the hair is left flowing down
the back. Such styles date from the Heian era
over a thousand years ago.
The courtesans always have had innumerable
styles of their own as the popular oiran competed
with each other and were responsible for the
invention of many hairdressing fads. It was they
who created wildly imaginative headdress in imita-
tion of butterfly wings, flower designs, and other
objects. These styles which seem to defy gravity3
are seldom worn to-day except on the kabuki stage
or in the annual march of the courtesans which
was recently revived in Kyoto.